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ñThe care of human life and happiness, and 

not their destruction, is the first and only 

object of good government.ò  

Thomas Jefferson 

 

ñWe do not have a money problem in 

America. We have a values and priorities 

problem.ò 

Marian Wright Edelman  

President and founder of the Childrenôs Defense Fund 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/francisofa121023.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/francisofa121023.html


Modern Papal Teaching 

- Rerum Novarum (The Condition of Labor) 
written by Pope Leo XIII, 1898  

- Condemned the abuses of Marxist socialism 
and unbridled capitalism.  

- Marked the beginning of the Churchôs 

social teaching in the modern era.  

- Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth), 
written by Pope John XXIII, 1963 

- Named the fundamental human 
rights 
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1.) Principle of Dignity of the Human Person 

Because people are created in Godôs image and likeness every person is 

valuable and should be treated with dignity . 

2.) Principle of Respect for Human Life 

Every stage of a humanôs life (from the moment of conception to natural 

death) is precious and worthy of our respect & protection. 



3.) Principle of the Call to Family, Community, & Participation 

People have a right and duty to participate in society seeking                     

together the common good and the well-being of all. 

 4.) Principle of Rights and Responsibilities  

Each person has the right to basic necessities that promote human 

dignity and the realization of their full human potential.    

        Faith           Food and Shelter       Education       Health care 



5.) Principle of the Common Good 
 

Social conditions that permit people to reach their full human potential 

and to realize their human dignity. 

6.) Principle of the Preferential Option;                                                      

Love for the Poor & Vulnerable 

The poor and Vulnerable are our brothers & sisters, deserving respect, 

the protection of their rights, and justice. Preferential means 1st priority. 



7.) Principle of Dignity of Work; Rights of Workers  

Work must serve the needs of people, people should not be slaves to work. 

Workersô have certain basic rights. 

Moral significance of work 

Allows people 

to express and 

develop 

themselves to 

their full 

potential as 

human beings 

Ordinary way to provide 

for material needs 

Enables people 

to contribute to 

the well-being of 

the larger 

community 



9.) Principle of Stewardship 

We respect God and return Godôs 

love by being good stewards 

(caretakers of Godôs creation). 

8.) Principle of Solidarity 

We are all brothers & sisters, therefore, must 

take care of each othersô needs              

(according to our ability).  

We must especially work  for peace & justice. 



ÅApplies the Gospel message of Jesus Christ to the 

structures, systems, and laws of society in order to 

guarantee the rights of individuals.  
 

 

ÅEnsures that persons have a fair say in social, political, and 

economical institutions of society.   
 

 

ÅThe difference between charity and Justice???       

                                          

    charity  =                justice =   

Social Justice 

social service social change 



Abortion 

In reality, few people question that life begins at 

conception ï from the very start this new being 

has all of human genetic characteristics. 

Supporters of abortion often argue that this new 

human life is not really a human person because 

he or she lacks most of the physical 

characteristics we associate with personhood. 

The value of a human being does not depend on his 

state of development.  We are not less human as a 

baby than we are now. The value of human life does 

not depend on the circumstances surrounding it. 

Issue #1 - Human Life? 



Abortion Issue #2 - Rights 

× No doubt abortion involves privacy and choice 

issues 

× We must always choose the greater good and 

side with life 

× The childôs right to life outweighs a womanôs 

right to privacy or her right to choose 

× As our laws against suicide exemplify, no one 

has an absolute right over his or her own body 



Church Teaching on Abortion 

ñéyou shall not murder a child by abortion nor kill that which 

is bornéò  Didache circa 96AD 

ñGod alone is the Lord of life from its beginning until its endò  

[CCC 2258] 

All people have equal dignity and an equal right to life - 

this is  the foundation of Christian justice 

Human life begins at conception 

Christian approach to someone who has an abortion: 

non-judgmental, compassionate 

The Church has condemned Abortion form the beginning: 
 

 



Abortion ï A Few Facts 
Percentage of women who gave one or more of the following reasons 

for having an abortion: 

Having a baby would interfere with work, education 

or ability to care for dependents:     74% 

Cannot afford a child now:     73% 

Is having relationship problems or does not want 

to be a single mother:      48% 

Has completed childbearing:     40% 

Is not ready to have children:     33% 

Has experienced rape or incest:     01% 

ñReasons U.S. Women Have Abortions: 

Quantitative and Qualitative Perspectives,ò 

Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health 

2005, pages 110-118 



Euthanasia 

ÅGreek = ñgood deathò 

ÅToday's society has come to see this act 
as ñmercy killingò, an intentional act to 
eliminate suffering 

ÅDefinition: The act or practice of ending 
the life of an individual suffering from a 
terminal illness or an incurable condition, 
as by lethal injection or the suspension of 
extraordinary medical treatment. 

 

 

 



ÁThe Church believes in using ordinary and morally 

acceptable means to preserve life, even for those who face 

death.  

ÁThe Church teaching holds that the decision to forego using 

extraordinary or disproportionate means to sustain life is 

morally acceptable  

ÁDeclaration on Euthanasia states we can judge whether the 

means is ordinary or extraordinary by: 

V  Kind of treatment used 

V  Its complexity and risk 

V  Its costs and possibilities of using it 

ÁOur faith teaches that suffering serves an important 

purposeé Redemptive Suffering 

Church Teaching on Euthanasia 



Stem Cellsé 

ÅAre unspecialized cells 

ÅHave the ability to self-renew 

ÅCan change into mature cells 

 

Embryonic 

ÅCan differentiate into 220 cell types 

 

Adult / Umbilical Cord 

ÅSomewhat more limited than embryonic stem cells, but 
research is rapidly closing the gap 

ÅRecent experiment with mice 

STEM CELL RESEARCH 





- The Church supports stem cell research 

that comes from adult tissue, umbilical 

cord blood and other non-embryonic 

sources. 
 

- The Church is against the use of 

embryonic stem cells, since the process 

of harvesting these stem cells results in 

the destruction of living human embryos. 

Church Teaching on 

Stem Cell Research 



ÅAn advantage of capital punishment is the permanent 

elimination of a dangerous individual from society. 

ÅIt serves as a deterrent. 

ÅSociety should not have to bear the cost of life 

imprisonment for those who commit capital crimes. 

ÅIn the past Church teaching permitted the stateôs right 

to employ capital punishment in cases where there 

was no other way to protect innocent life.  

Capital Punishment: 

Arguments in Favor 



Å The Catholic Church believes that as every life is precious to God 

(made in Godôs image and likeness).  

Å Capital punishment is inhumane and is NOT an effective 

deterrent. 

Å Inequalities exist relative to education, race & socio-economic 

standing. 

Å Mistakes have been made in administering capital punishment. 

(Since 1973 at least 100 people have been exonerated and 

released from death row in the US). 

Å Modern facilities can hold dangerous inmates and provide for 

permanent removal of dangerous criminals from society. 

Å A dead criminal cannot be reformed. 

Å Capital punishment does not promote true justice 

Capital Punishment: 

Arguments Against 





Retributive vs. Restorative Justice 

ÅRetributive Justice   

  Emphasis = punishment/vengeance 

     Definition of justice = offender suffers as the       

                                            victim suffered 
 

ÅRestorative Justice  

   Emphasis = healing/redemption  

   Definition of justice = heal the victims,  

               break the power of the offender, 

      rehabilitate the offender 
 

HUMAN DIGNITY 

 


