
An Invitation to Christian 

Living 



MORALITY: DEFINE IT 



Moral decision making everyday!!  

Whether we realize it or not, we make 

many moral decisions everyday. 

Our “moral compass” becomes 

programmed through our responses. 

We mature and become our own 

person 



CHRISTIAN MORALITY WHAT IS IT? 

Morality is simply a matter of merely 

doing one's duty. but the Christian 

seeks to do more than merely duty. it 

is the bonds of love and compassion, 

of service and free self-giving, which 

turn the world on its axis. Yes, duty 

and justice and obligation are 

important parts of life, but the 

Christian life is about something more 

than those” Brother Thomas 



CHRISTIAN MORALITY 

JOSHUA 1:7-8 

Above all be firm and steadfast, taking 

care to observe the entire law which 

my servant Moses enjoined on you.  Do 

not swerve from it either to the right or 

to the left that you may succeed where 

ever you go. Keep this book of the law 

on your lips.  Recite it day and by night, 

that you may observe carefully all that 

is written in it, then you will 

successfully attain your goal. 
 



CATHOLIC MORALITY BEGINS HERE… 

“Christian, recognize 

your dignity” 

GENESIS 1: 

CCC 1691 

He created all things 

Created you in His image 

And He said it was good 

1-2 25-28 30-31 



The Virtues: Cultivating 

Character 



MORALITY 
The Building Blocks 

CHARACTER 

Our inclinations toward… 

…that make up the fabric of our being. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://altheforce.files.wordpress.com/2008/09/sermon-good-vs-evil23.jpg&imgrefurl=http://altheforce.wordpress.com/2008/09/23/good-vs-evil/&usg=__gg8DhxWpeVqgs8PKJ9ylcgG6xJY=&h=900&w=1200&sz=111&hl=en&start=17&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=OCZl3vNv4_VMYM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=Good+vs.+evil+images&um=1&hl=en&sa=X&tbs=isch:1


MORALITY 
The Building Blocks 

VIRTUE 
Character strengths manifested 

on a consistent basis in decision 

making. 

VICE 
Patterns of behavior that are 

harmful to one’s self or others. 



MORALITY 
The Building Blocks 

1 CORINTHIANS 13:13 

“There are in the end three 

things that last; faith, hope, and 

love, and the greatest of these 

is love.” 



MORALITY 
The Building Blocks 

HEBREWS 11:1 

The Gift 

The Response 

The Result 

We recognize that God exits and 

that God’s very existence holds 

moral implications for us. 

Prayer life, being faithful to God in 

your daily life. 

Being able to respond courageously 

during times of strife and when your 

faith is on the line. 



MORALITY 
The Building Blocks 

Having the vision to see things 

differently from reality and to trust in 

the possibilities. 

Having the courage to take the steps 

to try to bring about the vision. 

Being able to approach life with 

optimism and full of promise. 

Romans 5:3 

The Gift 

The Response 

The Result 



MORALITY 
The Building Blocks 

Having the ability to show the 

concern that God has for you by 

passing it on to others. 

The cornerstone of all virtues. 

Takes great courage. 

Compassion and the ability to will 

the good for another – peace 

beyond all knowing. 

1 COR. 13:13 

The Gift 

The Response 

The Result CCC 1766 



MORALITY 
The Building Blocks 

The Hinge Virtues? 



MORALITY 
The Building Blocks 

Prudence – Practical 

Judgment 

PROVERBS 14:15 
Ccc 1835 



MORALITY 
The Building Blocks 

Justice 

The Virtue of Rights and 

Responsibilities 

CCC 1929 



MORALITY 
The Building Blocks 

Fortitude 

The Courage to Act 

CCC 1837 



MORALITY 
The Building Blocks 

Temperance 

The Virtue of Self 

Control 

CCC 1838 



Conscience: Being True 

to Our Deepest Self 



It is not something 

we have; it is 

something we are! 

INNER VOICE 

CONSCIENCE 

What is it? 



MORALITY 

Conscience OUR UPBRINGING 

We listen to the voices 

of those who raised us: 

we then begin to 

evaluate… 



MORALITY 

Conscience 

EQUATED TO A 

FEELING 

…either good or bad, 

feelings are not what we 

are speaking of… 



MORALITY 

Conscience Conscience begins with our basic 

underlying awareness that there 

is right and wrong. Conscience includes everything 

we do to develop our awareness 

of truth and goodness. Finally, conscience refers to the 

judgment that we make about 

right and wrong. 



MORALITY 

Three Dimensions of 

Conscience 

AWARENESS 

We must recognize our basic sense 

of right and wrong, not what we 

want it to be but an honest 

recognition. 

DEVELOPMENT 

We must access our life experiences, 

the teachings of our parents and  

those important in our lives.  We at 

times need to look to others for their 

guidance. 

JUDGMENT 

We then have to make a decision 

as to what our decision will be 

and will need to face in some 

cases our ability to make 

courageous decisions and make 

the morally correct decision. 



MORALITY 

Conscience in Christian 

Tradition Scripture and 

Conscience 

PSALM 119:29-37 

Conscience must be an activity of our whole 

person – a knowing of the heart as well as of 

the mind. 



MORALITY 

Conscience in Christian 

Tradition Vatican II and Conscience 

Faced with what had and 

was happening in the world, 

they were very concerned 

about human dignity in the 

face of modern trends.s 



MORALITY 

Conscience in Christian 

Tradition Pope John Paul II and 

Conscience 

“Following your 

conscience is not an 

invitation to do whatever 

you want to do…” 



SIN  

MORALITY 



SIN and MORALITY 

Missing the Mark 

The word for Sin meant 
άhŦŦ /ŜƴǘŜǊέ 



SIN and MORALITY 
What about those who have 
no intention of even taking 

aim… 

Hardness of the 
Heart 

Failure to be human… 



SIN and MORALITY 

Questions? 

Is sin simply going against God? 

If one does not believe in God, 
does that mean they cannot 

sin? 

Does that excuse their actions? 

If not, what do you call their 
actions? 

Can sin be simply defined as a 
Failure to Love? 



SIN and MORALITY 
Owning of our 

SIN 

If we deny the presence of sin 
in our lives then we deny our 

own responsibility for our 
actions.   

 

If we deny sin, then we 

blame others for our actions 

such as our parents or our 

society. 
 

We eliminate accountability 

for our actions, we make 
ourselves out to be objects. 

Without sin, any choice we 

make is valueless.  If 

nothing is wrong then it 

doesn’t matter what we do. 



SIN and MORALITY 
Original Sin 

Owned by everyone 

Saint Paul 

άΧL ŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜǎƘΣ ǎƻƭŘ ƛƴǘƻ 
slavery under sin.  I do not 

understand my own actions.  For I 
do not do what I want but I do 

the very thing I hate. 

ΧǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŎƭƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŜǾƛƭΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ Ŏŀƭƭǎ 

Original Sin 



SIN and MORALITY 
Original Sin 

Owned by everyone 

Peace and goodwill 
towards all; is it not the 

preferred…. 

… yet the opposite 
prevails; why? 



SIN and MORALITY 
The Church distinguishes among sins 

A few terms: 

Venial Sins 
Less serious sins 
Not serious but  

continuous patterns 
weaken the bonds with 

God 

Mortal Sins 
The most serious sins 

and as the term implies 
“deadly” 

Sins of Commission 
Doing something wrong 

Sins of Omission 
Not doing something we 

should do. 

Occasions of Sin 
Situations in which a 

person is more likely to 
sin. 



SIN and MORALITY 
So why do we need to take 

the time to break apart sin…? 

To name it is to claim it; to 
claim it is to control it; to 

control it is the first step to 
ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘΧ 



SIN and MORALITY 
Relationships 

Instead of breaking the law 
more recent refer to sin as a 
breakdown in relationships. 

The foundation of our faith is our relationship 
with God and with our neighbor then our 
faithfulness to our relationships should be an 
essential concern 



SIN and MORALITY 
Social Sin 

Refers to the many ways that 

groups of people suffer in a society 

even with responsibility for that 

suffering may not lie solely on the 

shoulders of specific individuals. 

Since Vatican II, the social 

dimension of sin is being more 

closely explored.  The Catechism 

speaks of “structures of sin” and of 

“social sin”.  Examples would be 

racism and sexism. 

The Christian life is always a 

matter of “we” and not “I”.  

Likewise, we must recognize the 

“we” dimension of sin.  If we wish 

to identify and overcome sin, then 

we need to do more than focus on 

the individual acts that individual 

persons do. 



SIN and MORALITY 
Sinful Social 
Structures 

Ways that a society is organized 

that can result in certain groups of 

people being unfairly deprived of 

the power, benefits, and privileges 

available to others. 



SIN and MORALITY 
Social Behavior Patterns 

that Encourage or 
Support Sin 

When bad things happen due to the 

social nature of sin, we cannot 

“blame” society and dismiss 

individual responsibility.  On the 

other hand we cannot focus on the 

individual and close our eyes to the 

society in which the sin occurs. 



Chapter Eight  

Moral Decision 
Making  



Moral Decision Making  

We need to be as objective as possible, 
why? 

The CCC 1750 for each decision 

the following are paramount…  
 

ü The object chosen 

ü The end in view or the 

intention 

ü The circumstances of the 

action 

There are subjective and objective 

    components… 



Moral Decision Making  

Identifying the Facts 

Should be straightforward: 
Right? 

“Terminating a Pregnancy” vs. 
“Murder” 

Disagreement exists even at the fact 
level. 

Decision 
making is done 

in steps 



Moral Decision Making  

Discernment 
Thinking through the moral 

implications of our possible 

actions; it brings to bear all our 

resources that can help us 

make a more thoughtful moral 

choice. 



Moral Decision Making  

Judgment 
Moral decision making is a 

matter of judgment: There are 
certain skills  such as prayer that 

we use when we move from 
discernment to judgment.  



Moral Decision Making  

Many Moral Decisions 
are  

Emotionally Charged 

Unless we are completely out of 
touch, the opinions we hold are 

supported by strong feelings. 

In fact 
The more personal the issue the 

stronger the feelings and 
emotions attached to them. 

Feelings deserve to be taken 
seriously, it is then we need to 

take a step back and take a close 
look at the issues. 



Moral Decision Making  

From this point on we use the 
resources available to  us: 

VTalking to others 
VConsulting the Church 
VLearning and Applying Principles 
VKnowing and Respecting the Law 
VLearn from Personal Experience 
VRecognize and Scrutinize your Values 


